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Parents & Teachers -- working together for children. 

October 6, 2008
Bus Drop-Off on Walk & Bike to School Day 
This Wednesday, October 8th, all students will have the 
opportunity to participate in this event.  We’ll use traf-
fic cones to mark a walking/biking lane up School 
Road.  Students can walk or bike to school from home 
with supervision. If they choose to ride the bus, the 
driver will drop students off at the bottom of School 
Road so that they can walk up the driveway to school.  
Parents may also choose to drop students off at the 
bottom of the driveway and turn around in the town 
garage parking lot, (on the left while driving up School 
Rd).  If your dropping off your child, please  try to 
avoid blocking traffic on Brook Rd.   

NECAP Testing Starts this Week 
As always, a good night’s rest and a strengthening 
breakfast are good preparation for the annual assess-
ments of student achievement in Reading, Math, and 
Writing.  Each test takes 45 minutes, but kids are al-
lowed up to 90 minutes to complete it.  Here’s the 
schedule: 
Grades 5-6 testing starts at 9:15 on October 7, 8, 9  10, 
and 14; in addition, grade 5 has writing tests on Octo-
ber 15 & 16.  
Grades 3-4 testing starts at 8:30 on October 8, 9, 10, 13, 
15, and 17.  

Family Directory  
The PTO will be publishing our annual directory of 
students and their parents, including mailing ad-
dresses and phone numbers.  Please let Laurie know 
ASAP if you don’t want any or some of that informa-
tion to be shared with other families.  Parents find the 
director invaluable in managing children’s social lives. 

Also, if you haven’t sent in this year’s address & phone 
updates, this would be a great time to do it, so we 
don’t print out-of-date information.  

PTO Silent Auction Items Needed 
Still wondering what your family can contribute to the 
Silent Auction?  Here are some items already donated 
– 2 hours of 100% natural housecleaning, 10 Pilates mat 
classes, 5 hours of investigation, a fine art photograph, 
a case of organic coffee, 2 nights lodging at the Sugar 
Lodge, office supplies, homemade pies, a basket of 
homemade jams and jellies, a chainsaw carving, 2 tick-
ets to a Mad River Unlugged Show, a jelly cabinet, 
kid’s t-shirts, a wooden drum, 2 hours of organiz-
ing/urging, a homemade cake, lunch for 2.  If you are 
still trying to think of a donation – bottles of wine, gift 
certificates for restaurants/stores, antiques, are always 
well received.  Included on the invitation to the Har-
vest Dinner is a place to mark your  donation to the 
auction.  If you need ideas please call Laurie.   

Georgian School Supplies 
Since the Russian invasion of parts of Georgia, many 
schools and kids are in need of basic supplies, i.e., pen-
cils, pens, notebooks, paper, etc.   Through Project 
Harmony, Roni is currently hosting two Georgian 
women who are studying our social justice system.  
She is collecting school items for them to bring back to 
their schools.  If you would like to donate a pen, pencil, 
notebook – anything you think would be useful for a 
Georgian school child, you can put it in the box in the 
school lobby.  The Georgian guests will bring them 
back home when they leave on October 16th.   

Physical Education Notes   Leigh Clark writes…  
Thanks to Bob Baron for marking the soccer field with 
lines this Fall – the students and I appreciate it very 
much.  

In Physical Education classes we have been working 
on soccer skills in the primary unit and participating in 
drills and games in grades 3-6.  Preschool school and 
Kindergarten have been learning about spatial aware-

ness and movement and lococmotor skills. They are 
also exploring with various pieces of equipment. Stu-
dents have been putting in lots of mileage during PE 
classes on their Mileage Club Card.  Students that run, 
hike or walk outside of the school time may bring in a 
note from their parents or guardian stating the dis-
tance that they went.   

On that note, grades one through sixth started the Fall 
portion of the Fitnessgram starting with the mile run. 
This week Fran Blair, the school nurse will take height, 
weight and skinfold which is part of the Fitnessgram. 

Foot Notes: Just as a reminder, for safety reasons stu-
dents are expected to wear sneakers that are tied se-
curely during PE classes. Footwear needs to cover the 
heel and toes.  Sandals, crocks, slippers and foot wear 
with leather bottoms or high heels are not appropriate 
for PE classes.  Please help your child remember to 
wear or bring sneakers to school on PE days. I also ask 
that  children wear loose fitting clothes that will allow 
them to gain full range of movement but not so loose 
or baggy that  will interfere with their movement or 
becomes a safety issue.   

It is my goal to be outside as much as we can and we 
will be participating in  many outside activities during 
the winter as possible.  Children need to be prepared 
to go outside on cool days. I also suggest that children 
bring an extra pair of footwear and socks to school due 
to wet grass.  I appreciate your support on these mat-
ters.   

If you have any questions or concerns please do not 
hesitate to contact me here at school or at my home.  I 
am at school Mondays and Tuesdays. 

WASP Togs 
With the unpredictable fall weather, it may start out 
sunny and warm but by the end of the day it gets 
cooler and there may even be a rain shower sometime 
during the day. Please send your child to school with a 
warm sweater or coat, and, since they love to jump in 
the muddy puddles, a pair of rain boots wouldn't hurt 
either. 

Superintendent Search  Missy Shea writes,  
As many of you may know, Dick Moser, our current 
superintendent, was hired for a one year Interim Su-
perintendent position. Ultimately, an Interim was the 
best choice for the Washington West Supervisory Un-
ion, and all of the schools and students therein. We are 
lucky to have Dick, but his commitment to limit his 
time with us to one year is firm. In fact, one of his pri-
mary responsibilities during his tenure will be to se-

 
Kindergarten kids cut the potatoes they dug up at the Little 
Hands farm in preparation for their contribution to the 
annual Harvest Dinner coming up on October 14th. The 
knives were sharp, but no blood was shed! 



cure the future educational leadership of the supervi-
sory union. In addition to Dick’s departure in June, 
several school principals will be retiring at the end of 
this school year. Therefore, finding our new superin-
tendent is a critically important task.   

On September 23rd the Washington West Board ap-
proved the process for the superintendent search.  Su-
perintendent Moser will facilitate, and Missy Siner 
Shea, (Waitsfield Elementary board chair) will serve as 
the board chair of an 18 member search committee 

comprised of administrators, teachers, staff, a student, 
and community and parent representatives. We are 
pleased with the support of the Board and, at this time, 
would like to move forward with the process. 

The composition of the search committee is important.  
The plan calls for two parents and/or community 
member reps. We believe all search committee mem-
bers need to be motivated to serve, as well as have the 
time to commit to the entire process.  The community 
members should represent the geographical context of 
our supervisory union and the various subcultures 
therein. Therefore, we will begin by inviting all Wash-
ington West parents and community members to ex-
press an interest in becoming a participant on the 
search committee. 

If you are interested in representing the parents 
and/or community members of the six towns of the 
Washington West Supervisory Union, a description of 
the expectations for all members of the search commit-
tee is available through the central office. It is orga-
nized around the role of a search committee member 
and the time commitment required to be a successful 
participant in the process.  Please contact Laura Titus 
at 496.2722, ext. 111, to review the document so that 
you can decide if you would be interested in serving.  
If you are, please write a short letter of intent (e-mail) 
to Missy (mswell@madriver.com) or Dick 
(dmoserwwsu@gmavt.net) by October 13, 2008. We 
will review all of the letters of interest, and make deci-
sions based on the criteria noted above, namely geo-
graphic representation, and ability to commit both the 
time and energy necessary.  

Your willingness to serve as a member of the search 
committee will be greatly appreciated.  The views and 
opinions of the greater community are important to the 
process.  We look forward to hearing from you soon. 

School Health Notes: Fire Safety    Fran writes, 
This Thursday morning, our local fire department visit 
us to talk about fire safety.  Here are some of the points 
they will be making: 

¥ Make sure that you have working smoke alarms in 
your home.  Pick at date you can remember and 
change the battery yearly on that date.  When a 
smoke alarm sounds, it warns you that there is a 
fire. 

¥ There should be a fire extinguisher on every level 
of your home. 

¥ Plan an escape route with your family.  Know two 
ways out of each room (door & window) and have 
a designated spot for everyone to meet once they 

are out of the house.  Make a map of your house 
and mark all the exit routes. 

¥ If your smoke alarm goes off, remember to: 1. Get 
out of the house fast and never go back in.  2. 
Never hide from a fire under a bed or in a closet.  
3. Don’t stop to take anything with you – just get 
out. 

¥ If there is smoke, crawl low under it.  It is easier to 
breathe near the floor, where the air is cooler and 
cleaner.  If your door is closed test the door with 
the back of your hand before opening it.  If it is 
hot, don’t open it.   Fire could be on the other side.  
Use your second way out.  If you can’t open the 
window or it is too high up, signal for help by 
waving your hands or a bright colored object. 

¥ Never be afraid of firefighters, even if their outfits 
look scary. 

¥ Never play with matches, lighters or other thing 
that can burn you.  Some examples of things that 
can burn you are: matches, candles, hot pot on 
stove (make sure to turn the handles to the back of 
the stove), hot iron, hot coffee or any hot beverage, 
fireplaces or stoves, coffee maker, containers of 
food heated in a microwave, fireworks are just a 
few. 

¥ If your clothes catch fire, STOP, DROP AND 
ROLL.   

¥ Learn how to report a fire.  Call from a place out-
side of the burning building.  Give all the informa-
tion you are asked (Name, phone number, ad-
dress) and don’t hang up until you are told to do 
so. 

¥ Campfires – build campfires in designated areas 
only.  Always make sure your fire is out before 
leaving the campground.  Never have open flames 
in or near a tent (pitch your tent about 15 feet away 
from the fire pit).   

Most children, at one time or another, express an inter-
est in fire.  Supervising a child in the proper way to 
light matches is a good way to show them fire safety. 
As adults if we set a good example in the use of fire 
and good safe practices, our children will do the same.  

Mad River Youth Basketball  
Basketball is available to boys and girls in grades 3 to 
6.  Registration will be held on Tuesday, October 21 in 
the Waitsfield Gym from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm. 

Registration fees are $35 per player.  Practices begin in 
mid-November, most games are scheduled for Satur-
day mornings - mid-December through February. 

 Adult volunteers are needed for coaching, referees or 
scheduling help. 

Baked Beads Sale 
If you buy anything at Baked Beads’ annual Jewelry 
Clearance Sale this weekend, Friday – Sunday from 
10:00 – 5:00 at the Big Picture in Waitsfield, please re-
member to give Laurie your receipts: the PTO receives 
a donation from all sales. 

Important Dates for your calendars:  
10/8 Weds  Walk/Ride to School Day 
10/9 Thurs  Fire Safety Assembly 8:05 am 
10/10-11 Fifth grade camp-in at Boston Mu-

seum of Science 
10/14 Tues  Warren Community annual Harvest 

Dinner Celebration 5:30 
10/21 Tues  Picture re-takes 
10/23-24 Teachers’ Convention No School 

REPEAT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Use Your Fuel to Get to School Oct. 8 
Warren students are encouraged to participate in In-
ternational Walk and Bike to School Day on Wednesday 
October 8th.  Using the bicycle as a mode of transporta-
tion is a great way to increase physical exercise and 
decrease carbon emissions, pollution and traffic.     

What Was It Like, Grandma? 
Ann Morris, will present a talk about her most popular 
7 book series, “What Was It Like, Grandma?” , at the 
Warren Public Library on Tuesday, October 7th at 7:00 
PM.  Geared to teachers, parents and especially grand-
parents, this talk will help families translate their fam-
ily heritage into teachable moments for grandchildren.   

 
Last Tuesday’s Hike for Hunger featured perfect weather and 
good conversation.  Everyone walked at his/her own pace. 


