
 

 HOME   Warren Bulletin  SCHOOL 
Cooperation, Assertion, Responsibility, Empathy, Self-Control 

June 9, 2008
Playground Progress  
Thanks to everyone who has sent in a financial  contri-
bution and/ or  volunteered to work on one or more of 
this summerÕs progjects.  I tÕs exciting to see these plans 
start to come together! 
There are still lots of blanks on some of those work 
sign-up sheets, so next time youÕre in the building Ð for 
the concert on Wednesday evening, for example, sign 
up to help.  One of the ways weÕre keeping the budget 
low is by counting on help from volunteers. 

Safe Routes to School  Kirsten Reilly writes,  
The Warren School has been awarded a grant through 
VermontÕs Safe Routes to School Program.  The goals of 
the grant include: 

! Expanding pedestrian and bicycle safety programs 

! Evaluating current bicycling practices and future 
changes to increase the number of student bikers 
and walkers. 

! Promoting healthy lifestyles through biking and 
walking. 

! Reducing traffic and carbon emissions. 

! Assessing infrastructure and brainstorming future 
improvements on School Rd., in the school parking 
lot, and on surrounding vi llage roads Ð up to two 
miles away.  

This ini tial  grant qualifies Warren to apply for a sec-
ond grant that, if awarded, could fund infrastructural 
improvements at the school and in the vil lage. 
Throughout the Õ08-Õ09 school year there will  be sev-
eral events promoting walking and bicycling as well  as 
pedestrian and bicycle safety courses at the school with 
Leigh Clark. Parents wi ll be asked to complete surveys 
regarding walking and bicycl ing safety concerns and 
infrastructural deficiencies.   
Going along with the Carbon Shredders ini tiative of 
10% carbon reduction by 2010, parents will be given an 
equation to tally their vehicleÕs carbon emission.  The 
goal is to reduce carbon emissions created by school 
traffic by 10%.   
To meet program goals, parents will be asked to par-
ticipate in a variety of ways.  For example, parents can 
walk or bike their children to school, act as crossing 
guards, lead a walking or bicycle group or help with 
events to celebrate studentsÕ efforts to ride and bike to 
school. Students who live too far from school to bike 
can participate by walking or biking part way or by 
riding the bus to reduce carbon emissions and traffic. 
This is a great opportunity for Warren to assess our 
travel, l ifestyles and infrastructure. Once we establish 
where positive changes can happen, we are eligible to 
apply for funding to make infrastructural improve-
ments. 
 Imagine a walking and biking lane up the school 
driveway or delineated walking space and crosswalks 
through the village. This grant is the first step towards 
securing funding for these types of projects. 
This grant requires a team of people dedicated to creat-
ing safe walkways and bikeways for our children and 
for al l who live in or visi t our community. 
If you are interested and can help with the various 
events for next school year please contact Kirstin Reilly 
at 496-9857 or kreilly@gmavt.net. 

Spring Concert Wednesday 
The Warren School Spring Concert takes place this 
Wednesday, 6/ 11 at 7 pm.  Students should be in their 
classrooms at 6:45. 

Lost and Found: Yikes! 
We have amassed a tremendous assortment of lost and 
found items.  Lloyd will  lay them out in the gym on 
Thursday, and weÕll encourage kids to look through 
the lot for their i tems, but youÕre welcome to stop in 
yourselves. After Friday they will be off to a good 
chari ty, so we can clear the hallway for graduation 
next week. 

Warren School  Board Meeting 
There wi ll be a school board meeting tomorrow night 
starting at 7:15 in the library. 

Physical Education Notes  Leigh Clark writes, 
As the school year is ending, students are finishing up 
with tennis and childrenÕs games.  The M ileage Club 
was once again a success with a total of 3,113 
miles run, jogged or walked by students in kindergar-
ten through 6th grade.  By the way, last year students 
accumulated  2,035 miles.  This year students increased 
the mileage  by over 1000 miles! Way to go!!!  
Just a friendly reminder when shopping for school 
clothes next fall: for safety reasons students are ex-
pected to wear sneakers that are tied securely during 
P.E. classes.  Foot wear should to cover the heel and 
toes, so sandals, crocs, slippers and foot wear with 
leather bottoms or high heels are not appropriate for 
P.E. classes.  
I want to thank al l of you who supported and volun-
teered in any of the  PE projects and programs this 
year.  I really appreciate your help and support. I wish 
you a great summer.  I hope you are able to get outside 
and be active whi le enjoying  the summer.  If  you have 
any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to 
contact me at school or at my home at 496-2208. 

Horton Hears a Who  Bobbi Rood writes,  
On the way back from my recent tr ip I watched most 
of the new Dr. Seuss movie, Horton Hears a Who.  It 
seemed to symbol ize a lot of what I was thinking about 
during my two weeks of study in Hong Kong.  As you 
probably recall, Horton the elephant hears a tiny cry 
coming from a clover blossom. Based on what he be-
lieves, he continues to try to enlist the help and sup-
port of others on behalf of the people of Whoville, who 
live on the flower. M ost in turn ridicule and exclude 
Horton.   I t is a reminder about taking a stand against 
injustices against others and staying with i t, even when 
others doubt us.  Sounds corny?É  maybe it is, but it is 
a reminder to all of us about power and its abuses.  A l l 
of us have a responsibility to take this sort of stand, 
which often requires courage and risk, the kind best 
exemplified by Martin Luther King or Rosa Parks.  
Sometimes the voice we try to help be heard is a small  

 
Kindergarten kids sang ÒDans ma voitureÓ at last weekÕs French & 
Art Night, complete with visual aids and sound effects. 



one, a tiny ÒwhoÓ voice and other times it is an outcry 
of many thousands on behalf of whom we join with 
others.   
The ways in which this is changing my practice is by 
giving a voice to the meaning that people make of their 
experiences and values they hold.  When a child is 
complaining about something that may have hap-
pened to them, i t is vocal protest against something 
that has rubbed against something important that they 
stand for, which they hold precious even if we donÕt 
agree with them or donÕt completely Òget i tÓ.  A t these 
times it is important to acknowledge the other personÕs 
dilemma.  We can let them know that we recognize 
that this is important to them and try to find out what 
it is they value that has been crossed or challenged. 
Wi th young children this may have to do with how 
they play or share.  Wi th older children there is recog-
nition of when things donÕt feel fair.  Wi th yet older 
children a sense of fairness, honesty or friendship may 
have been violated.  Many adults can relate to this.   
In all of this, narrative practitioners take a stand that 
personal agency must be supported This is sometimes 
accomplished by helping a chi ld tell  about a time that 
they thought a friend shared or was a good friend and 
how this touched them.  I t is an opportunity to talk 
about what is important to the child and how they 
would like to be supported.  It is a way of uncovering 
each of our strengths and thinking about what is at the 
core of someoneÕs thinking about what they stand for, 
rather than forming negative identi ty conclusions 
about some inner fault or flaw.  I t is also a way of con-
necting with others and reflecting back how we are 
touched by what we have heard.  Imagine how it feels 
when someone you hold in high esteem tel ls you that 
they recognize a stand you are taking that is important 
to you.  I t is highly valuing to be listened to and held 
in focus.   

School Heal th Notes  Fran writes,  
Over the past few  weeks I have been visi ting the class-
rooms to talk students about smoking, drugs and alco-
hol.  I  have found the students to be very knowledge-
able about causes and effects and about making good 
choices on what they put in their bodies. 
We discussed the fact that second-hand smoke was just 
as bad for us as actually smoking.  Studies have shown 
that young chi ldren exposed to cigarette smoke are 
more susceptible to infections of all kinds.  We know 
that it causes respiratory infections, can cause asthma 
and now there is evidence that the immune system can 
be affected.  
We are fortunate here in Vermont that most of our 
public places are smoke free, the problem that exists 
for children is the secondhand smoke in the home.  It is 
very difficult to stop smoking but we can reduce the 
risk for our children by keeping a safe distance from 
them when smoking.   By smoking outside or in the 
next room or just limiting the exposure significantly 
reduces the chance of your child getting an infection or 
being hospitalized. 
Being aware and acting on that awareness will  help 
keep our children healthy. 

Sixth Grade Immunizations 
Just a reminder to the six grade parents:  If your child 
needs any immunizations to enter 7th grade donÕt for-
get to have i t done before the start of the 2008-9 school 
year.  If you do i t after school is out, please send the 
information to Linda King at Harwood.  Thank you. 

Important Dates for your calendars:  
6/ 11 Weds Spring Concert 
6/ 16 Mon  Supt M cNamara Farewell at 

HUHS 4-6 pm 
6/ 18 Weds Graduation 
6/ 19 Thurs  Last Day of School, w ith BBQ and 

Field Day festivities. 
6/ 24 Tues  Start of Summer Programs 
8/ 27 Weds First day of school 2008-2009! 

REPEAT ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Farewell  Celebration for Bob McNamara 
Duxbury, Vermont  Ð The Washington West Commu-
nity is invited to a farewell  celebration in honor of Bob 
McNamara on M onday, June 16, from 4:00 to 6:00 PM 
at Harwood Union High School in Duxbury. Bob is 
reti ring after serving as Washington West Superinten-
dent for the past five years. Previously, Bob was em-
ployed by Lamoille School District, the Vermont De-
partment of Education, and Waterbury Elementary 
School.  RSVP is not necessary. Please join us in wish-
ing Bob M cNamara ciao bella. 

Tennis at Tucker H i l l  Summer Õ08! 
Come join us at Tucker Hill for summer of tennis, all 
ages and all ski lls.  
On M ondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, classes for 
younger students (ages 5-10) start at 10-11am, or 11-12; 
$20 a week.  Classes for older students (ages 11 to 16+) 
run from 12 to 4pm for $30 a week. You w ill learn the 
basics and how to play competi tive tennis. Please call  
Smitty at 496-3109, or Katarina at 224-6396 if you have 
any questions. See you soon!" 

Sugarbush Junior Summer Tennis Camp 
Teaches and promotes the benefits of tennis to al l lev-
els in a fun, challenging & healthy environment.  Our 
goal is to develop in students a lifelong enthusiasm for 
the game of tennis. 
Weekly tennis camps begin June 23 and end week of 
August 18.  Half Day and Full  Day Sessions are offered 
for ages 7-17 at the Sugarbush Health &  Racquet Club. 
The 20% early-bird registration discount ends on 6/ 13. 
For information and registration call, 583-6700 or visit 
sugarbush.com 

MR V Soccer 
Fall soccer sign-up:  Fall soccer is open to children of all  
ability levels.  The emphasis is on learning the game of 
soccer, developing skil ls and having fun.  The deadline 
for signing up is June 15.  If your child is unsure about 
playing in the fall, we encourage you to register him or 
her.  You will  receive a refund if  the player decides not 
to play before the season begins.  For registrations re-
ceived after June 15 there is a $10 late fee per family.   

Bri ti sh Soccer Camp Ð July 21-25 
The M ad River Valley Soccer Association has teamed up 
with Challenger Sports to offer a unique soccer experi-
ence at the Moretown Rec Fields for kids ages 4-14 
Monday thru Friday. Each chi ld wil l be coached by a 
member of ChallengerÕs British coaching staff flown to 
the USA exclusively to coach camps throughout New 
England. For more information contact Nancy Baron, 
496-2763, Nancy@TheBaronFamily.com, or visi t 
www.challengersports.com.  

 
Daniel and his mom helped to plant some of the pump-
kins, tomatoes, cosmos, and sunflowers started indoors in  
the grow-lab earlier this spring.  Last Friday was the an-
nual K garden party &  celebration.  (RD photo) 


